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PREFACE

The profound learning and indefatigable industry of Pandit Taranath Tarkavachaspati,
one of the professors of the Calcutta Sanskrit College, has been wel known to allin
India interested in the classical language of the Hindus and has extended to England and
Germany, where his numerous works command a wide circulation among Sanskrit
Scholars.

His edition of Panini’s grammar with his own commentary was published in 1863
with the patronage of the Government of Bengal on the recominendation of Mr. E. B,
Cowell M. A. at that time Principal of the Calcutta Sanskrit College and now professor
of Sanskrit in the University of Cambridge.

Pandit Taranath has been for many years collecting materials for a Sanskrit Dic-
tionary, which shall have a wider and deeper scope than Wilson’s Sanskrit Dictionary
and the Sabdakalpadruma by the late Raja Radha kanta Deva. It will moreover contain
explanations of terms in the Tantras, Philosophy, Rhetoric and Law which are not fully
given in the published portions of Bohtlingk’s Dictionary. These Diclionaries are written
respectively in English, in Sanskrit with Bengali characters and in German. The Pandit’s
Dictionary will have the explanations in Sanskrit, so as to be available for the use of
both Hindu and European Scholars.

When I had the honor to officiate in 1865 as Director of Public Instruction,
I brought to the notice of Sir Cecil Beadon the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal,
the desire of Pandit Taranath to publish such a Dictionary, and His Honor in
consideration of the acknowledged fitness of the learned Pandit for the preparation of the
work, was pleased to accord to it the patronage of the Government of Bengal in the follow-
ing letter, from the Junior Secretary of the Bengal Government to the Director of Public
Instruction No. 507 dated Fort William the 26th January 1866.

“ I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your office letter N. 2 dated the 3rd
instant and in reply to convey the Lieutenant Governor’s sanction to the purchase of 200
copies at Rupees 50 per copy aggregating Rupeces 10,000, of the Sanskrit Dictionary in
its complete form which Pandit Tarkavachaspati the Grammar Professor of the Sanskrit
College engages to compile within a period not exceeding five years.”

“ No sum whatever, I am to add, will be paid unless the work is completed.”

An extension of time for five years longer was granted for the preparation of the work
by Sir William Gray, the Licutenant Governor of Bengal, in the letter from the Bengal
Government No. 3480 dated the 12th December 1870.

H. WOOdrow. M. A,
Inspector of Schools, Lower provinces of Bengal,
and formerly Fellow of Caius College, Cambridge.
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1. Panini on genders 8. The technical words of Hindu law
2. On the suffixes 9, The plan and scope of all the Purans and
8, On the primitive and derivative words Upapurans
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with illustrations of all the words which | Ramayana
are found in the Wilson’s Sanskrit dic- | 1], The History of the ancient kings of India
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